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Good morning and Salam Malaysia Madani, Salam NRES Lestari.  

 

SALUTATIONS AND PROTOCOLS 

 

Menghadap 

Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Tengku Amir Shah Ibni Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 

Shah Alhaj 

Raja Muda Selangor 

 

Ampun Tuanku beribu-ribu ampun, 

Sembah patik mohon diampun.  

 

Patik merafak sembah menjunjung setinggi-tinggi kasih di atas limpah 

perkenan Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Tuanku, berangkat mencemar duli 

hadir ke majlis pada pagi ini. Sesungguhnya, dengan keberangkatan Duli 

Yang Teramat Mulia Tuanku amatlah besar maknanya bagi patik dan 

warga kerja sekalian. 

 

Ampun Tuanku 

 

Patik mohon perkenan Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Tuanku untuk 

meneruskan ucapan patik dalam Bahasa Inggeris.  

 

Menjunjung Kasih Tuanku 



1. I express my deepest gratitude for the honour and royal consent 

bestowed by His Highness to grace and officiate the Forest 

Conservation Certificate (FCC): Malaysia’s Trusted Platform for 

Conservation Finance ceremony this morning. His Highness’s 

presence is truly historic and reflects the strong, unwavering 

commitment of the Selangor Royal Institution toward national 

priorities in sustainability, forest conservation, and biodiversity 

protection. 

 

2. With Your Highness’ gracious consent, I seek your permission to 

deliver a few remarks on this auspicious occasion.  

 

 

3. I would also like to warmly welcome our distinguished guests, 

namely: 

 

• His Excellency Ajay Sharma, the British High Commissioner 

to Malaysia, whose support and partnership continue to 

strengthen Malaysia–UK collaboration in climate and 

environmental stewardship; 

• Yang Berhormat Tuan Syed Ibrahim Bin Syed Noh,  Deputy 

Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental 

Sustainability 

• Yang Berbahagia Datuk Nor Yahati binti Awang, Deputy 

Secretary General for Environmental Sustainability at the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 

Sustainability. 

 



4. Your attendance and support reflect a shared commitment — across 

diplomatic partners, Ministries, and state institutions — to elevate 

Malaysia’s role in nature conservation and climate resilience. 

 

5. My heartfelt appreciation also goes to the UK Partnering for 

Accelerated Climate Transitions (UK PACT) initiative, the Malaysia 

Forest Fund, KPMG in Malaysia, CIMB Islamic Bank Berhad, and 

Vantage Data Centres (VDC) for their partnership in advancing the 

FCC programme.  

 

Your Highness, distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

6. Every year, we celebrate the International Forest Day on 21st of 

March, in recognition of the importance of the ecosystem and its role 

in tackling climate change. This year, the theme "Forests and 

Economies" was chosen, underscored a pivotal shift in how nations 

value their natural capital, a sentiment that resonates deeply with 

Malaysia’s current trajectory in sustainable forest management 

(SFM).  

 

7. This theme also aligns with Malaysia's vision of recognizing forests 

as a "new source of wealth"—transitioning from extractive logging 

to high-value, Nature-Based Solutions. Our forests are not just 

green backdrops. They are our natural capital—supporting climate 

security, our economy, our culture, and our long‑term well‑being.  

 

8. The establishment of Malaysia Forest Fund (MFF) in 2022 

earmarked the objectivity of the Ministry in achieving a very precise 

target to develop market and non-market based instruments to 



sustain conservation and management of our biodiversity and 

forestry resources. The Ministry and MFF has embarked on a long 

term vision with a short term target by introducing and 

operationalizing the REDD Plus Financial Framework (RFF). 

 

9. Forest Conservation Certificate (FCC), the non-market based 

instrument of RFF was the first to be operationalized. While the 

Forest Carbon Offset (FCO), which is the market based instrument 

of the framework, took a bit more time and effort to be developed 

and finalized. We aimed to operationalize the FCO Protocol 

potentially by 2nd quarter of this year, to tick another box in the 

upcoming National Carbon Market Policy, in generating high 

integrity carbon credit from the forestry sector, by using Malaysia’s 

very own carbon crediting programme.  

 

10. This evolution not only strengthens the forestry sector's multi-billion 

ringgit contribution to the GDP but also empowers local communities 

through forest-based eco-tourism and sustainable non-timber 

products, proving that ecological integrity is the bedrock of long-term 

economic prosperity 

 

FOREST CONSERVATION CERTIFICATE (FCC)   

 

11. As I have highlighted earlier, the Forest Conservation Certificate 

(FCC) was officially launched and operationalized in June 2024. It 

is a structured certification system that strengthens governance, 

transparency, and accountability in conservation finance. 

 



12. FCC was designed with a very specific objective in mind. It meant 

to provide opportunity and avenue for corporate and businesses to 

participate and contribute toward conservation and protection of our 

biodiversity and forest, in particular. FCC is a link-up between 

donors and project proponent; to support project and activities that 

not only benefit the environment, but livelihood of the local 

communities who are dependent on the forest. 

 

13. Through the FCC, corporates will enter a Conservation Agreement 

with an approved project proponent—such as a state forestry 

department, NGO, or private landowner — with clearly defined 

roles, performance commitments, deliverables, and compliance 

requirements. 

 

14. Unlike traditional Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), the FCC is 

performance-based and independently verified, aligning with 

domestic and international sustainability reporting expectations. 

This gives companies the assurance required for high-quality ESG 

disclosures. With tax deductions of up to 10% of aggregate 

income, the FCC also allows companies to achieve sustainability 

commitments while optimising resources. 

 

15. To ensure transparency and project governance, all activities under 

the FCC undergo independent third-party verification, covering 

implementation and completion of conservation 

activities, compliance of monitoring and reporting requirements and 

measurable environmental and social impacts.  

 

16. The FCC recognises a broad range of conservation values; so we 

can fund diverse efforts that support forests, communities, and 



biodiversity. To date, a total of 29 applications have been received, 

reflecting participation from various actors nationwide. From these 

submissions, 9 projects have been successfully reviewed and 

endorsed by an independent Advisory Committee for fund-raising. 

In terms of financing, the endorsed projects are currently seeking to 

mobilise approximately RM30.2 million in funding. This signals a 

strong pipeline of investable, impact-driven conservation initiatives 

that are ready for corporate participation and support. 

 

 

PENJAGA GUNUNG – A SUCCESS UNDER FCC 

Your Highness, distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen, 

17. Today, we acknowledged the Penjaga Gunung Project as one of 

the significant and successful project under the FCC. Implemented 

across the 108,000‑hectare of Hutan Warisan Diraja Selangor, it 

involves the Orang Asli communities of Gerachi, Pertak and Ulu 

Batu—communities that have been the guardians of these forests 

for generations. 

 

18. The project responds to real challenges: unstable incomes, reduced 

forest‑based livelihoods and tourism. Through training and formal 

recognition as mountain guides, the project builds skills, 

leadership, and sustainable income opportunities — empowering 

them as environmental stewards and ambassadors. 

 

19. Before I end my speech, I would like to re-iterate the fact that 

Malaysia’s forests are our collective inheritance and responsibility. 

With the right financing, strong governance, and genuine 



partnerships, we can protect what is priceless— strengthening 

resilience and uplifting the livelihood of our communities. 

 

20. Our tasked and goals are not easy and full of strive, but doable! Let 

us keep moving with purpose. Let us invest in nature with integrity. 

And let us build a Malaysia where our forests—and our people—

thrive together. 

 

Sekianlah sembah ucapan patik. Patik sekali lagi menjunjung kasih di atas 

keberangkatan Duli Yang Teramat Mulia Tuanku ke majlis pada pagi ini. 

 

Menjunjung Kasih Tuanku. 


