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THE photo of a tapir stuck in the
middle of heavy traffic on March 6

vividly demonstrates the dire situa-

tion of wildlife when forests are
fragmented by roads and other
man-made structures.

In order to find food and poten-
tial mates, these animals need to
move between the remaining
patches of forest. Fast- -moving traf-

fic and inadequate crossing points

mean that animals such as tapirs

- too often end up as roadkill. One

obvious solution is for wildlife
crossings coupled with fencing to
be constructed to allow safe move-
ment of these animals.

The Persiaran Mokhtar Dahari
(B49) highway cuts through the
middle of the Bukit Cherakah

Forest Reserve (BCER). More than

12 tapirs have been killed while
trying to cross between the north-
ern and southern forests blocks
since the E%._Smw was opened in
2003. In the interest of preventing
further accidents, it is now critical
for the Public Works Department
to work with the Department of
Wildlife and National Parks
(Perhilitan) to build wildlife cross-
ings on this highway to provide a

safe passage for the ,BEH and other
wildlife. In the interim, it is crucial

to install speed bumps or “rumble
_ strips” to slow down traffic along

the stretch of the highway passing

- through the forest reserve.

‘We call on the Public Works

Department to immediately install
- speed bumps on the stretch of

Persiaran Mokhtar Dahari that cuts
through the Bukit Cherakah Forest
Reserve. Speed bumps are critical
to slow down traffic and prevent
further tapir roadkill on this
stretch of the highway. ,
Fencing to either contain or fun-

~ nel possible movements into areas

where traffic has been drastically
slowed through speed bumps could

-also be considered. Such short-

term steps are urgently ﬂmo%n 4
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while other longer-term measures,
such as the construction of wildlife
crossings, could be discussed and
planned for.

Wildlife such as tapirs are a cru-

cial part of the ecology of the WEH :

Cherakah Forest Reserve.

Large mammals such as tapirs
play an important role in the dis-
persal of large seeds such as durian
and cempedak. These seeds cannot

“be dispersed by other animals or
birds, including hornbills. :

Apart from elephants and, rhi-
noceros, the tapir is the most
important disperser of these large
seeds. Tapirs are thus crucial for
the health of many forest trees.

Every attempt must be made to
conserve the tapir in the Bukit
Cherakah Forest Reserve.

Save wildlife from traffic

Constructing wildlife crossings
across the B49 highway is a critical
component of that process.

We strongly urge the Selangor
state government to ensure that
the forest on both sides of the high-

~way is preserved. There is no point

in suggesting for wildlife Crossings
to be considered if the existing for-
est is further reduced through
deforestation for development pro-
jects. All efforts must be made to
safeguard the Bukit Cherakah -
Forest Reserve from any further
exploitations. ; .
This must be made with Em
intention of saving the last remain-
ing green lung for Shah Alam that

~ not only serves as a habitat for a

large mammal but also provides
other ecosystem services to Em

_rakyat of Selangor.
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(This RRS. is m:noﬁmmn by m.m
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Society Organisations representing
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