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I REFER 1o The Star report Too elose for com
Sovt (Dec 20) concerning Boods and devasta
ton due tw lnndslides.

In the waske of the frequent landsdides In
Cameron Highland and elsewhere brought
about by inclement weather and (Hlegal lund
clearing activities, the need for concerted
efforts by all parties cancerned to preserve
and protect Makaysins natural environment
has become more urgent and compelling.

The rmhlnm ol lundulides has proven to
us that If we are not golng to make pesce
with our environment, the destruction will
be all the groater in the future

[nstalling more early-warning systerms st
ln;Y\-rlnh areas b the country will not be the
wltimate salution to the problem

Al sectans of our sconomy should work
towards ensuring that the economy and the
roNper toy \

We can and should demonstrate that sus-
tuinable development is not an indulgence
but o precursor for success,

Ax aur focus |s on sustalsable growth and
the need to embark on envirenment-friendly
development, It s therefore essential for
both the public and private sectors to devel
op thelr environmental suditing systems and
provide snnual reports an the impact of
thelr peonomic activities on the environ-
ment

At o time when environmental concerna
L the business sector are belng given greats
er focus across the globe, environmental
auditing should be an integral part of corpo-
rite management

As the Issue of climate change is gilnin
Intensity, there bs a need for businesses to fnr
more consclows of envirommental lssues,
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Environmental and human cost: Heacue work being carmed out after o landslide
occurred at Simpang PularCameron Highlands wheceby a van was buried undermeath the
oarth earlier this month. = RONNIE CHIN/ The Star

Companies must reallse there ks more to galn
by llrm'rvluu the environment,

Problems relating to ilegal land clearing,
deforestation and dumping of hazardous
industrial waste by irresponsible companies
or smoke emissions from factories have time
and agaln been highlighted in the media

Unless those concerned are prepared to
address these ixsues, they wﬂl not only have
10 bear the full brunt of the law, but eventu-
ally lose out us trade burelers fall In the glob.
Al market,

Environmental reporting is basicall

About the companys disclosure related o the
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impact of its economic activities on the envi
ronment, The disclosure may provide vita)
infurmation to the investors who need It o
rotect themselves from unexpected losses
neurred due to the environmental costs
which will Kmvo detrimental to thelr invest
ments, To the public, such disclosure will
enable them to evaluate the sockil commit-
ments undertaken by the corporate entity,

As has beon obrerved, there Is now an
emerging trend amony corporations, particu-
larly at the international level, to disclose
information on environment policies, objec-
tves and programmes (o the public

The fact that Malaysian companies noed
o improve thelr environmental accounting
system |s based on the reallsation that this
trond may well become an established cor
romlr practice worldwide which governa

nvestment decislons,

Hopetully, the prapesal on environmental
accounting by companies will lead 1o 4
change In the mindset of top management of
comp on envir al layuey,

Secuting profits by a company should not
be at the expense of the environment as it
too has o sockal respansibility to Inforen their
stakeholders of the mpact its business has
on the environment,

Shareholders must also be consclons of
the fact that money Is not made ot the
expense of the environment and that compa-
nles should be more responaible for the
future generationy,

It's now time for all nations to waork
towards » World Sustainability Community,
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