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Smugglers mﬁmlms@
to exploit Internet
to facilitate
US$23b industry

SINGAPORE

ORLDWIDE animal

smuggling is a US$23

billion industry with

selling and buying
_activities not only using land and
sea corridors but also via the In-
ternet.

During the 30th meeting of
Interpol’s Wildlife Crime Work-
ing Group recently, the agency’s
assistant director of Illicit Mar-
kets, Daoming Zhang, said: “We
see animals and their parts traf-
ficked using ships and airplanes,

+gsold online via the Darknet and
the illicit profits unknowingly
passed HEodmr financial institu-
Eodm. 5

“It is clear that the only way to
truly eradicate these crimes and
protect the world’s wildlife is
through a united effort bringing
together all stakeholders to de-
velop multi-sector solutions.”

“His words are meant to show
how tough it is to tackle the prob-
lem as all regions are facing this
huge challenge.

According to illicit-trade.com,
participants of the meeting were
shown the results of Operation
Thunderball, a global effort co-
ordinated by Interpol and the
World Customs Organisation that
targeted wildlife traffickers.

“The operation, which involved
police and border officials from
109 countries, resulted in the re-
covery of 23 live primates, 30 big
cats, 440 pieces of elephant tusks,
five rhino horns and more than
4,300 birds,” the portal said.

This only shows that more joint
operations are needed to be un-
dertaken to stop the smuggling.

Even bugs, including cock-
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roaches, are in demand apart
from beetles and scorpions, said
The National Geographic.

More than two weeks ago, Riau
police was reported to have foiled
an attempt to smuggle wildlife
into Indonesia after the arrest of a
resident for allegedly bringing
four African lion cubs, a leopard
cub and 58 Indian star tortoises
from Malaysia to the E.nEUm_mmo
said Asiaone web.

After investigations went on for
a month, authorities found that
the smuggler used the Rupat
port, Bengkali regency, to smug-
gle the animals.

The Internet proved to be Em
latest channel exploited by

‘wildlife smugglers.

In Vietnam, according to The
Asean Report, a total of 3,195
ivory items in 165 advertisements
from 53 sellers in 10 groups were
found on social media from Jan-
ua Qw 10 >b=_ 2017.

.. ‘based on a report U<

e

trade monitoring net-
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work TRAFFIC ﬁz,c:wga last De-
cember titled “From tusk to trin-
ket: Persistent illegal ivory mar-
kets in Vietnam”. In Thailand,
TRAFFIC found 1,521 live animals
for sale online on 12 Facebook
user groups in 2016.

Titled “Trading Faces: A rapid
assessment on the use of Face-
book to trade wildlife in Thai-

_ land?, it was a follow-up research

‘on the same 12 groups in July last
year showed that only 10 re-
mained — but total membership
had almost doubled from 106,111
t0203,445.

In Latin America, dialogochino
portal quoted Jessica Galvez-Du-
rand, from Peru’s National Forest

and Wildlife Service, as saying

that an average of between 4,000
and 5,000 specimens are seized
each year.

- Another official said Peruvian
authorities received between 20
and 30 ooEU_ﬁnﬂm%m possible an-
imal trafficking o ummm that ap-
peared online.




