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‘Corporate sector keen on ESG’

Nik Nazmi: UEM Sunrise signs MOU and commits to nature conservation

By FAZLEENA AZIZ
fazleena@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The response
has been more positive from the
corporate sector in integrating
environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) principles into
their investments and businesses,
says Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad.

The Natural Resources, Envi-
ronment and Climate Change
Minister said that, with greater
awareness, the private sector was
eagerly coming forward to incor-
porate the ESG goals.

Nik Nazmi said this after wit-
nessing the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU)
between UEM Sunrise Bhd (UEM
Sunrise) through its joint-venture
subsidiary Mega Legacy (M) Sdn
Bhd with Universiti Malaya (UM)
Faculty of Science to assess the
water ality of the Kepong
Metropolitan Park Lake next to its
Kiara Bay development.

The MOU is to formulate treat-
ment plans to ensure the lake
remains conducive to future com-
munity initiatives such as recrea-
tional activities and the preserva-
tion of its biodiversity and aquatic
life.

Mega Legacy chairperson Zaida
Khalida Shaari and UM Faculty of
Science Dean Prof Dr Zulgarnain
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Joint social responsibility: (From left) Sufian, Prof Dr Zulkarnain, Nik Nazmi, Zaida and UEM Group
Managing Director Datuk Mohd I1zani Ghani during the MOU signing ceremony held in Kepong, Selangor.
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Mohamad signed the MOU,

On the effort by UEM Sunrise,
Nik Nazmi said the private initia-
tive taken by the developer was
proof that much could be done to

protect and improve Malaysia's
environment through common
efforts by all sectors.

“Of course, we are coming up
with higher standards in terms of

regulations and legislation, but at
the same time there is nothing to
stop companies and the corporate
sector from doing more.

“This is a great example of how

a company can do more.

“So, we will facilitate and assist
them in whatever manner we
can, especially good practices that
should be emulated by other cor-
porations as well,” he said.

The MOU has two phases.

In the first stage, RM50,000 has
been allocated by UEM Group to
test water quality for the pres-
ence of heavy metals and sedi-
ments as well as the lake's micro-
biological contents.

This will determine the neces-
sary actions needed for the sec-
ond phase based on the findings
and recommendations to restore
the quality of the lake.

The findings will also deter-
mine Kiara Bay’s 29.4ha township
design development and future
placemaking programmes.

UM will compare the analysis
results of the lake water against
the National Lake Water Quality
Criteria Standards by the National
Hydraulic Research Institute of
Malaysia and the ministry as well
as the National Water Quality
Standard.

When asked about the timeline
for phases, UEM Sunrise chief
executive officer Sufian Abdullah
said an investigation into the
whole situation was required
before they could deliberate on the
desired outcome of the action plan,



